THE SLAUGHTER OF THE STUKAS
Estuary; nine were shot down, two more falling to
the fire of naval guns. On November 7 fifteen Jun-
kers 87*8 were encountered, again over the Thames
Estuary, by a Hurricane squadron, with a formation
of protecting Messerschmitt log's above them; a
pilot officer, a former bank clerk from Manchester,
shot down one of the Junkers 87'$ and then, when
he was attacked by the Messerschmitts, two of the
latter also; two other Messerschmitts were destroyed
by two sergeant pilots of the same squadron. Next
day (November 8), a formation of twenty-five Jun-
kers 87*8 were caught by No. 17 squadron (Hurri-
canes) while attempting to dive-bomb ships; in a
battle which lasted just over five minutes fifteen of
them were destroyed without the loss of a single
British machine or pilot. Six more were probably
destroyed and two others damaged, so that only two
of the twenty-five escaped scot-free. It was the best
performance accomplished by any squadron in one
combat since August 16, when a Hurricane squa-
dron destroyed eleven Junkers 87*8 for certain and
probably six more as well. The pilots who destroyed
.the fifteen on November 8 were just beginning
their tea when the order came to take-off. They were
back to finish the meal within thirty minutes, having
meanwhile wiped the formation of dive-bombers off
the map. They did it so expeditiously that the escort-
ing masses of Messerschmitt log's which were flying
high above the Junkers had no time to intervene.
Three days later the Messerschmitts escorting a
formation of Stukas did succeed in coming to the
rescue of the latter when our fighters swooped on